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Two journalists from Nepal are 
visiting the University of Montana 
this week to explore a possible 
exchange agreement and to share 
ideas. 
The journalists, Rajendra Dev 
Acharya, news director of Ne-
pal Television, and Prabal Raj 
Pokhrel, head of the Central De-
partment of Journalism and Mass 
Communication at Tribhuvan Uni-
versity in Kathmandu, are visit-
ing classes, meeting with faculty 
members and touring the campus 
community and Don Anderson 
Hall this week. They will talk in 
two open panels on Wednesday 
and Thursday.
“It’s easy to do journalism in 
democracy, but it is very difficult 
to democratize the journalism,” 
Acharya said about the challenge 
of trying to transform Nepal’s 
media, which operated under a 
monarchy until last year when the 
country became a republic. Insur-
rection and civil strife dominated 
the past decade in Nepal, with the 
Maoist party finally toppling the 
monarchy there. 
“People [in Nepal] have been 
starving for democracy,” said 
Pokhrel, adding that most of his 
country lives in extreme poverty 
and their voices have been sup-
pressed.
The new democracy, and with it 
a new wave of journalism, is final-
ly giving those voices a chance to 
be heard, said Pokhrel and Acha-
rya. 
A transformation is needed in 
Nepal to turn partisan journalism 
into objective, unbiased reporting, 
Pokhrel said. Nepal’s Tribhuvan 
University is teaching this kind 
of objective reporting to its stu-
dents, he added. The journalism 
and mass communications school, 
located in Nepal’s capital city, has 
about 500 students and was found-
ed 50 years ago.
Four UM photojournalism stu-
dents have done internships in Ne-
pal over the past five years, docu-
menting serious social issues like 
impoverished Nepalese girls being 
sold into prostitution, said Clem 
Work, the UM journalism profes-
sor who has acted as the host for 
the journalists.
UM journalism student Ivy 
Garlow did an internship and free-
lance work in Nepal this summer 
and said it was something she will 
remember forever. 
Garlow’s work in Nepal includ-
ed photographing a new road that 
is being built by hand to aid travel 
into a remote Nepalese village. 
Besides all of the new knowl-
edge she gained about Nepalese 
cultural, economic, environmental 
and social issues, she also enjoyed 
just getting to know the people, 
Garlow said. Everyone was really 
friendly and helpful, she said. 
Work said he hopes that a per-
manent exchange agreement will 
come out of the Nepalese journal-
ists’ visit.
“My sale pitch basically was: 
‘Here is an emerging democracy 
with a vibrant press but one that is 
in need of strengthening,’” Work 
said. “It’s an exciting time in a 
country that is already pretty darn 
interesting in terms of culture and 
history.”  
Acharya, who graduated from 
UM in 2005 with a journalism 
master’s degree, started talking 
about a potential exchange pro-
gram between Tribhuvan Univer-
sity and UM when Work was in 
Nepal last year visiting his son 
who was interning there.
“Since I was a student here I 
like the journalism school very 
much and there is a mountain 
culture [like in Nepal],” Acharya 
said. 
The journalists will be talking 
at an open forum titled “Nepal: 
Politics, Culture and Media in 
the World’s Youngest Republic” 
at noon Wednesday in the Old 
Journalism building room 303. A 
Making a soft clicking sound 
with his mouth as he scattered 
peanuts at the base of a tree, Char-
lie Leitch tried in vain to call his 
missing friends to breakfast.
“Hi bud. Come on, they’re right 
here at the bottom of the tree,” 
Leitch said to the only squirrel in 
sight as he reached into a plastic 
shopping bag that had been worn 
transparent in some places from 
carrying countless pounds of pea-
nuts.
For years, Leitch has made it 
his morning duty to leave piles of 
unsalted Hoody’s peanuts at the 
bottom of the trees outside Corbin 
Hall to feed the 12 to 16 squirrels 
that inhabit them. But starting last 
week, most of the peanuts have 
gone uneaten.
On Thursday morning, he only 
saw about four squirrels, but they 
weren’t regulars. They acted like 
they barely knew him.
“Normally I show up in the 
morning and, literally, there 
will be eight squirrels at my feet 
wanting peanuts,” Leitch said. 
“They started disappearing about 
the time school started, and ... I 
showed up on Tuesday and I put 
out peanuts and they just didn’t 
come.”
Leitch has worked on campus 
for nearly 23 years and, while his 
job as an accountant for the Rural 
Institute has made him adept at 
keeping track of hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars of grant money 
and following paper trails, he is at 
a loss to find the majority of his 
long-tailed charges.
“I don’t know [what happened 
to the squirrels], but it’s got me 
worried to see that many disap-
pear, because normally at this time 
... not only would they be swarm-
ing on that side of the building, 
they would be swarming on this 
side of the building, too, and there 
aren’t any,” he said. 
In the past, it has been the duty 
of groundskeepers in the Facilities 
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UM hosts journalists from Nepal this week
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Charlie Leitch stands outside Corbin Hall with a bag of peanuts. Leitch has been feeding squirrels for more than 10 years and has noticed fewer squirrels in the past week.
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He came back to his room Fri-
day afternoon expecting to see his 
Confederate flag hanging in the 
balcony window right where he 
had left it. It wasn’t.
Up until that point, the debate 
surrounding his decision to dis-
play the infamous banner seemed 
to lie entirely in Kyle Johnson’s 
hands, until somebody upped the 
ante when they allegedly broke 
into his room and stole it.  
UM Office of Public Safety 
director Jim Lemcke said the flag 
was reportedly taken from the 
study lounge serving as interim 
housing in Knowles Hall while 
both of the students living there 
were gone. The flag had been left 
hanging on the inside of the glass-
plated balcony door, leaving it vis-
ible outside.
Johnson, 20, said he remem-
bered locking the door on his way 
out that day, but that his roommate 
usually leaves the door unlocked.
Johnson’s story has been gain-
ing momentum in state and na-
tional media since Friday. Johnson 
said he had fielded phone calls 
from at least 40 people on Tuesday 
alone, 20 of which were from the 
media. 
Now, as Johnson prepares to 
move into his new residence in the 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity, 
the issue continues to draw fire.
Shaunte Nance-Johnson, 22, 
a point guard for the Lady Griz 
basketball team and a member of 
UM’s Black Student Union, said 
to her the flag is an unmistakable 
symbol of racism and hostility to-
wards African Americans.
“I don’t see anything positive in 
it,” Nance-Johnson said.
Seeing the flag draped over the 
fourth floor balcony of Knowles 
Hall two weeks ago, she said, 
brought back memories of her 
time as a student at Northwest 
Nazarene University in Nampa, 
Idaho. Being a black girl there in 
2005 was a lonely experience.
“All. White. College,” she said. 
“Seriously, six black people.”
She had friends there, but none-
theless got “that look” everywhere 
she went. Her friends would ad-
vise her not to even walk inside a 
McDonald’s by herself. 
“It felt foggy and just tense, 
like you had to watch your back or 
something,” she said.
Opinion2 Wednesday, September 16, 2009ontana    aiminM K
Right to free speech should not be restrictedEDITORIAL
Will Melton, Editor  
The Montana Kaimin, in its 112th 
year, is published by the students 
of the University of Montana, 
Missoula. The UM School of 
Journalism uses the Montana 
Kaimin for practice courses but 
assumes no control over policy or 
content. 
The Montana Kaimin is printed on 
campus by Printing and Graphics.
Send letters to the editor to 
opinion@montanakaimin.com
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Which 
bathroom on campus
is your favorite?
Rita Moore, sophomore
Joe Goldberg,
sophomore
Cody Knowlton, senior
Emily Sakariassen,
sophomore
“The huge bathroom on the 
third floor of Turner that looks 
like a handicap bathroom, but 
there’s no elevator to get to it.”
“The journalism 
building because 
they’re all new and 
nice and clean.”
“Natural Science 
Building because 
there’s nobody ever in 
them.”
“Second floor Turner on the 
right because the mirror is 
a little wonky and it makes 
me look thin.”
I have followed the story 
of the preacher on campus 
with humored detachment. 
I thoroughly enjoyed 
watching students who the-
oretically wanted this evan-
gelist to shut up challenge 
him constantly, thus feeding 
him fodder for his rheto-
ric. This man’s only power 
comes when he is argued 
with. And now some un-
named student, so offended 
Open and close. Open 
and close. With every rhyth-
mic gape of its metallic 
mouth, a snake-like tongue 
extends to the ground and 
a mocking cackle projects 
from its mechanical throat. 
Above its fixed, bulbous 
red nose are rounded, plate-
sized ceramic eyes. There’s 
no escaping that stare. You 
stare back. To onlookers, it’s 
a 10-foot tall clown head. 
To you, it’s your adversary, 
your challenger. To you, it’s 
hideous — it’s as if Ronald 
McDonald had a cameo in a 
meth ad.
You are a professional 
miniature golfer and this is 
your defining moment. You 
are one six-foot putt away 
from winning the Minia-
ture Masters and its prize, 
a treasured “green” jacket 
(it is made entirely of recy-
cled U.S. fabric, aluminum 
buttons and hormone-free 
horse mane). The problem 
is, you have to get your ball 
up the retractable tongue 
and behind the gnashing 
teeth.
A palpable tension satu-
rates the air, paralyzing 
spectators into an awk-
ward, awed silence, like that 
which follows a bad joke or 
an audible fart in a crowded 
and confined space.
In hushed voices the 
commentators comment: 
“This is it, Mike.”
“Yes. Yes it is, Ike.”
“This is the moment 
we’ve all been waiting for. 
The moment when history is 
made. The moment that de-
fines a miniature golfer. The 
moment that defines a man.” 
“Yeah, it’s big, Ike.”
“He’s conquered seven-
by this harmless man, has 
had him banished to the 
wildly Orwellian “Free 
Speech Zone.” 
I’m sure the student 
thought he was too loud, and 
I suppose if the man could 
be heard from classrooms 
there was reason to com-
plain, but there’s an easier 
and less rash alternative to 
calling campus security on 
the preacher: walk away and 
ignore him. 
I am by no means a reli-
gious man. Despite going to 
church occasionally when I 
was a child, I have known 
since at least second grade 
that I didn’t believe in God 
or gods or pretty much any-
thing supernatural in the 
least. That said, I have never 
had a problem with others 
expressing their religious 
views to me, around me, 
whatever. I feel comfortable 
enough in my belief that 
Hell doesn’t exist that I have 
no problem with somebody 
telling me that’s where I’m 
going to end up. 
Restricting anybody’s 
free speech should remain 
the last option used. 
And the preacher situ-
ation was not the first free 
speech issue to hit our fair 
campus this semester, or 
even last week. 
I, for one, think the Con-
federate flag is a disgusting 
symbol. Even if it represents 
your culture and history, it 
should represent a point of 
that culture and history to 
be ashamed of, not to be cel-
ebrated. However, as a jour-
nalist and as an American, 
I believe that Kyle Johnson, 
a University of Montana 
student who was asked to 
take down a Confederate 
flag that he had hung in the 
window of his interim dorm 
room, should have every 
right to display it. Johnson 
was asked to remove the flag 
from an outdoor balcony, a 
reasonable request, since no 
signs or banners of any sort 
are allowed outside. When 
Johnson eventually moved 
the flag to the inside of his 
window, the issue should 
have been dropped. 
I would be writing in 
support of somebody flying 
a Nazi flag, a Soviet flag, 
or any other flag that some 
people, including myself, 
find offensive. Essentially, 
that flag would tell me that 
the person who lives there 
must be an insufferable 
prick who I want nothing 
to do with, which would 
be much easier for me than 
having to meet the person to 
learn that.
UM’s apparent con-
sideration of banning any 
signs or posters that are vis-
ible from outside of dorms 
should be far more offensive 
to students than any of the 
signs, flags, banners, post-
ers or neon lights that peo-
ple might use to announce 
their beliefs.
Especially on a college 
campus, where future busi-
nesspeople and leaders are 
taught and trained, speech 
that doesn’t explicitly call 
for violence or isn’t extraor-
dinarily lewd should be al-
lowed unfettered. Our cam-
pus is paid for by tax dollars 
and should be a place with 
as much public access and 
free flow of ideas — even 
ideas we disagree with — as 
possible. 
For UM to have forced a 
mildly annoying (or, in my 
opinion, humorous) preach-
er into a set-aside area and 
to no longer allow students 
in dorms to express them-
selves to the world is an 
uncalled-for affront to our 
rights as students and as 
citizens.
william.melton@umontana.edu
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By Nate Rott
A world without distractions
teen holes. He navigated 
the sharp turns and spring-
covered obstacles. Like Don 
Quixote, he battled the ro-
tating windmill. Like Evel 
Knievel, he jumped both 
gorge and chasm. This is 
toughness and tenacity at 
its best, folks. Ladies and 
gentlemen, this is a man. 
A man’s man. Tiger Woods 
himself would purr in this 
man’s lap.” 
“You said it, Ike.”
Indeed, nothing says 
tough like two grown men 
whispering to each other 
about another grown man. 
But alas, that is golf. 
You line up your shot, 
reading the sloped green 
turf like a picture book. But 
this is no ordinary picture 
book. It’s a choose-your-
own ending picture book 
and you’ve reached the end 
of what is written. 
You stand up straight and 
position yourself next to the 
small white sphere. Noth-
ing else matters. It’s you 
and the clown. You take a 
deep breath. You raise your 
putter. Your eyes fix on the 
ball, exploring every dim-
ple. Your putter swings as 
you exhale. ZZZWHACK!! 
The putter stops a 
hairsbreadth from the 
ball. The crowd gasps. 
PUTTPUTTPUTTPUTT!! 
Is the crowd cheering you 
on? No, it’s something else, 
like an engine. ZZZLOUD-
DISRUPTIVENOISE! 
What is that?
From behind the mock-
ing, metallic clown head 
steps a groundskeeper, 
earplugs embedded, weed-
whacker revved. Behind him 
appears another grounds-
keeper putting along atop 
a lawnmower. Naturally, it 
doesn’t have a muffler. 
Whatever concentration 
you had is shot. Fighting 
the urge to go Happy Gilm-
ore on them, you stop. You 
gather your nerves, think 
of a happy place. A place 
without sunburns, clowns, 
splinters, or Rush Lim-
baugh, who you had previ-
ously omitted with clowns. 
Now you reckon, it’s not the 
groundskeepers’ fault, re-
ally. The surrounding lawns 
do need to be mowed. Odds 
are they have a schedule to 
keep, deadlines to meet and 
a contract to fulfill. It’s just 
bad timing. Or maybe bad 
planning?
Now, imagine that you 
are a student at the Universi-
ty of Montana. Having paid 
to get a college education at 
this fine institution, navigat-
ed the CyberBear Despair 
of 2009, and survived your 
first Griz football game, you 
are happily enrolled in and 
attending (?) classes.   
Perhaps you are tak-
ing Abnormal Psychology 
in Main Hall 210 with my 
handsome, intelligent, sin-
gle-and-looking roommate 
Shane Johnston. You try to 
listen to your professor, Bry-
an Cochran, try to concen-
trate on the abnormal terms, 
concepts and constructs. 
Yet, on a nearly daily 
basis, your concentration is 
disrupted. Your professor 
raises his voice, trying to 
project over the cacophony 
of hammers, drills and con-
struction work going on out-
side. Sometimes he can’t do 
it. Sometimes he has to stop 
his lecture altogether. 
Construction on campus 
is inevitable and, no doubt, 
it is needed. But perhaps it 
would be better to sched-
ule classes in buildings that 
are not under construction. 
Or attempt to schedule the 
construction of those build-
ings so that the disruption 
of classes is minimal. The 
students and faculty would 
surely appreciate either ef-
fort.
We will try something 
new and exciting for next 
week’s column. In an effort 
to more directly serve you, 
the Kaimin-fee-paying stu-
dent, on the last Wednesday 
of every month, the Kaimin 
will run a question-answer 
type column in the mold of 
“Dear Abby.” In our ver-
sion, “Wednesday’s Wis-
doms,” as it will be called, 
I will do my best to answer 
your questions or give you 
my advice on a subject of 
your choosing. The depth 
and breadth of the sub-
ject matter will be limited 
only by your imagination. 
Please send your questions 
or problems to my e-mail 
address below in a clear, 
succinct and English fash-
ion. I look forward to your 
e-mails.
Thank you kindly and 
happy Hump Day.
-Nathaniel D. Rott
nathaniel1.rott@umontana.edu
Services Department to handle 
pest control, but it appears that 
whatever happened to the squir-
rels was not ordered by the Uni-
versity of Montana.
Officials with the grounds de-
partment said the University has 
taken no action against the squir-
rels — there have been no live 
traps or poison.
While he is unsure when ex-
actly he took over as caretaker, 
Leitch’s dedication to the job is 
beyond question.
He feeds the squirrels about 60 
pounds of peanuts a month, and 
ups the feeding schedule when 
hard weather comes.
“I even come over here in the 
winter time when it’s freezing-ass 
cold out and there’s snow,” Leitch 
said. “I figure, you know, some-
body needs to take care of these 
guys. It will be subzero and I’m 
over here Saturday and Sunday 
putting out food for the squirrels, 
and they love it. I don’t get any 
flack from anybody about it.”
After investing so many years 
in the wellbeing of campus wild-
life, Leitch is unsympathetic to the 
arguments he has received about 
squirrels being a non-native spe-
cies to Montana.
“I really don’t want to hear any-
one give me a purist argument that 
they’re not native to Montana,” he 
said. “Well I’m sorry, they’re here 
and specieism is just as bad as rac-
ism, or ageism or sexism … some-
one needs to take care of them.”
Still worried by the disap-
pearance, Leitch can’t help but 
consider other possible fates that 
may have befallen his breakfast 
club.
As he scanned the trees for 
signs of life, Leitch said he hopes 
there aren’t any UM students who 
have taken lessons from ex-Arkan-
sas Gov. Mike Huckabee on how 
to treat campus critters.
“Mike Huckabee would tell 
stories about cooking squirrels in 
a popcorn popper on the campus,” 
he said. “I was like, ‘Man you are 
out there pal.’”
cody.bloomsburg@umontana.edu
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SQUIRREL
From page 1
Drew Vetere/Montana Kaimin
A squirrel outside Corbin Hall eats one of the peanuts left by Charlie Leitch.
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Getting a paycheck for helping 
the planet will be the focus of a 
discussion panel that will start at 
7 p.m. tonight in room 332 of the 
University Center.
The event, titled “Opportuni-
ties in a Green Economy,” is part 
of a month-long program called 
the Made in America Job Tour, or-
ganized by the Repower America 
campaign.
Katie Makarowski of Repower 
said she has been working closely 
with ASUM Sustainability and 
the Sierra Club to assemble local 
professionals to speak about how a 
green economy translates into jobs 
in Missoula.
The ASUM Senate will discuss 
Wednesday whether it supports a 
possible 2010 state ballot initiative 
that would redefine “person” in 
the due process clause.
ASUM Senator Patrick Rhea 
and Students for Choice campus 
organizer Daniel Viehland co-
wrote the resolution, which cen-
ters on student concerns regarding 
the impact of what Rhea and Vie-
hland consider vague wording in 
Makarowski said she hopes the 
discourse will spark conversation 
on campus and in the community 
at large about the economic ben-
efits of embracing the principles of 
a green economy.
“Ultimately, our major goal is 
to get some strong and compre-
hensive legislation that will create 
some clean energy jobs that can be 
held by Americans,” Makarowski 
said.
Panelists include the president 
of United Steelworkers Local 885, 
the president of a Montana-based 
renewable and alternative energy 
design and distribution company, 
as well as sustainability profes-
sionals from the University of 
Montana staff.
Cherie Peacock, sustainability 
Cody Bloomsburg
Montana Kaimin
Panelists to discuss green jobs
coordinator for UM, said she plans 
to talk about how positions like 
hers are becoming more common-
place nationwide and how students 
can become qualified to work in 
the field.
Peacock said her focus for this 
year is to find ways for the Univer-
sity to cut its greenhouse gas emis-
sions based on data collected last 
year.
The Made in America Job Tour, 
which started on Aug. 20 in Cleve-
land, will conclude in Pittsburgh 
on Sept. 23 after sparking more 
than 50 similar events in 22 states.
According to the Repower 
America Campaign Web site, Al 
Gore launched the efforts in 2008 
with the goal of switching Ameri-
ca entirely over to clean electricity.
cody.bloomsburg@umontana.edu 
the initiative.
“The moment you define a 
person as beginning when sperm 
meets egg, you have a problem,” 
Viehland said. 
Montana Planned Parenthood 
reports on their Web site that the 
initiative, submitted by the Mon-
tana ProLife Coalition, could limit 
privacy rights and threaten access 
to emergency contraception, in-vi-
tro fertilization and birth control.
Besides the possibly negative 
implications of granting fertilized 
eggs constitutional rights, Rhea 
said he and Viehland wrote the 
resolution because the ballot ini-
tiative includes no clause consid-
ering the health of the mother.
“We really want to focus on 
protecting women’s rights,” Rhea 
said. 
Viehland said that with the cur-
rent wording, miscarriages might 
require investigations and women 
could need judge approval before 
receiving a life-saving medical 
abortion. Viehland says similar 
initiatives and bills have been pro-
posed annually since 2007, with 
ASUM to decide its position on possible initiative
Jayme Fraser
Montana Kaimin
the last attempt falling 20,000 sig-
natures short of being added to the 
ballot.
Also at the senate meeting, 
ASUM President Matt Fennell 
will propose an amendment to 
house rules that would forbid 
senators from voting on issues 
that could pose a conflict of inter-
est. For example, senators would 
abstain from votes dealing with 
funding for clubs or organizations 
of which they are members.
“That isn’t to say they would be 
removed from dialogue,” Fennell 
said. “It’s a matter of principle. It’s 
not right to use this position for 
personal interest.”
While he cannot think of an 
instance when it tipped a vote, 
Fennell wants to establish the 
amendment to clarify the ethical 
responsibilities of senators.
The last resolution on the meet-
ing agenda encourages ASUM to 
support the creation of an Arabic 
minor. The ASUM Senate has 
unanimously approved the resolu-
tion the past two years.
“The program is nationally rec-
ognized, but you have no degree to 
show for it at the end of the day,” 
Senator Ashleen Williams said. 
Williams said 84 students are 
currently enrolled in Arabic class-
es this semester. After three years 
of campaigning, the proposal was 
submitted this fall for consider-
ation by the University of Mon-
tana’s Academic Standards and 
Curriculum Review.
jayme.fraser@umontana.edu
The moment you define a person
as beginning when sperm meets 
egg, you have a problem.
“
”
Daniel Viehland
Students for Choice
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For two long years, the Mon-
tana tennis program has hosted 
tournaments in Bozeman. This 
spring, the Griz are finally com-
ing home to Missoula.
The UM men’s and women’s 
tennis teams will have a new in-
door home this spring courtesy 
of the Peak Health and Wellness 
Center in Missoula. The new facil-
ity, dubbed the Peak Racquet Cen-
ter, will have five indoor and three 
outdoor tennis courts, men’s and 
women’s locker rooms, a lounge, 
juice bar, pro shop and daycare 
center. The facility will be located 
on Blue Mountain Road and car-
ries a price tag of roughly $4.5 
million.
Needless to say, Montana men’s 
tennis coach Kris Nord is excited. 
His team has been on the road for 
virtually two years and Nord’s 
players have been unable to fully 
develop in the winter season.
“We had a couple of tempo-
rary courts in the Adams Center. 
That’s not a lot of courts to get 20 
athletes to practice on,” Nord said.
The funds for the facility are all 
privately financed, said Jack Taw-
ney, a UM alumnus and co-owner 
of Peak Health.  “We were looking 
at two or three different sites.  It 
took a while to put the pieces to-
gether.”
Throughout the process, Taw-
ney kept on eye on how it would 
help his alma mater. 
“We had been talking with UM 
through the development,” Tawney 
WEEKLY HOME SCHEDULE
 SOCCER 
(At Washington Grizzly Stadium)
Montana vs. Portland State 
Saturday, 1:05 p.m. 
Montana vs. BYU
Saturday, noon
WEEKLY AWAY SCHEDULE 
VOLLEYBALL 
Montana at Eastern Washington 
Friday, 8 p.m.
Montana at Portland State 
Saturday, 8 p.m.
SOCCER
(At Minnesota Gold Classic)
Montana vs. North Dakota
Friday, 3:30 p.m.
Montana vs. Minnesota
Sunday, 11:30 a.m.
BRIEFING 
Golf ties school
record in Spokane
The University of Montana golf 
team tied a single-round school 
record Tuesday at the Eastern 
Washington/Gonzaga tournament 
in Spokane, Wash., firing a team 
score of 294, which was the highest 
team round at the season-opening 
tournament. The round catapulted 
Montana into a second-place fin-
ish after three rounds on Monday 
and Tuesday. The Grizzlies placed 
six strokes behind tourney winner 
Northern Arizona, the reigning 
Big Sky champion, which shot a 
team 900.
Junior Carissa Simmons, who 
shot a 74, 74 and 73 in three re-
spective rounds and placed second 
individually, led Montana. Lau-
ren Howell tied for fifth with an 
overall score of 224, including a 
team low of 72 in Tuesday’s final 
round.  Jacqueline Olson tied for 
12th with a trio of 76 scores, and 
Ashli Helstrom placed 38th.  The 
program will return to Spokane 
in the middle of next week for the 
three-round Washington State In-
vitational.
STANDINGS 
FOOTBALL
School   Big Sky Overall 
Montana   0-0  2-0 
Eastern Wash.  0-0  1-1
Montana State  0-0  1-1 
Northern Colo. 0-0  1-1
Portland State  0-0  1-1
Northern Ariz. 0-0  0-1
Idaho State  0-0  0-2
Sacramento State 0-0  0-2
Weber State  0-0  0-2
SOCCER 
School   Big Sky Overall 
Weber State  0-0  4-1 
Sacramento State 0-0  3-1-2
Northern Colo. 0-0  3-2-1 
Idaho State   0-0  3-4
Northern Ariz.  0-0  3-4-1
Portland State  0-0  2-4
Eastern Wash. 0-0  2-5
Montana 0-0  1-6
VOLLEYBALL 
School   Big Sky Overall 
Northern Colo.  0-0  6-5 
Portland State 0-0  5-5
Eastern Wash. 0-0  4-5 
Idaho State 0-0  4-5
Sacramento State 0-0  4-5
Montana   0-0  4-6
Northern Ariz. 0-0  3-6
Montana State  0-0  2-7
Weber State   0-0 1-9
SIDELINES
Troy Warzocha
Montana Kaimin
Eric Oravsky/Montana Kaimin
The University of Montana men’s tennis team circles around head coach Kris Nord. This spring, the team will be able to practice in a new indoor facility.
Griz tennis teams coming home
said.  “We kept them in mind and 
had conversations with the athletic 
department over the last year and 
a half.”
The Peak is holding a ground-
breaking ceremony on Friday at 
5:30 p.m. near the current facility. 
According to UM tennis play-
er John Halligan, the temporary 
courts make life very difficult 
for the tennis teams in the winter 
months.  The courts roll up and 
the team shares the space with the 
track and basketball teams in the 
East Auxiliary Gym at the Adams 
Center.
“They work, but not great,” 
Halligan said. “They bubble up. 
It’s not a great surface to play on. 
We definitely need new courts.”
In fact, the floors are so poor 
that the tennis teams cannot even 
practice competitive points, Nord 
said.  “Playing competitive points 
is what makes players better,” 
Nord said, frustrated that the team 
is limited to drills in the winter. 
Nord is also hoping for favor-
able weather this winter so the 
construction doesn’t take longer 
than it should.
“If all goes smoothly, we’ll be 
in there before the snow melts,” he 
said.
There are many advantages to 
having local indoor courts, Nord 
said.  The team would no longer 
have to travel to Bozeman in order 
to host home matches.  The team 
has to travel because the home 
team must provide an alternative 
venue in case of poor weather 
and Bozeman has the closest col-
legiate-level indoor courts, Nord 
said.  
There is no doubt that Halligan 
and Nord have been continually 
frustrated by the three-hour drive. 
“It’s extremely inconvenient.  Not 
many of the people that come to 
watch tennis will go to Bozeman,” 
Halligan said.
To make matters worse, most of 
the people who do go to the match-
es are Montana State fans, making 
the tennis team’s trek even more 
difficult, Halligan said.
Having a local indoor court “al-
lows us to guarantee to have home 
matches,” Nord said.  The new 
facility will shave the three-hour 
drive down to about a half hour.  
Nord argues that the extra 
travel has a negative impact on his 
players’ academics.  It takes stu-
dents out of the classroom for un-
necessarily long amounts of time, 
he said.
The lack of facilities also hurts 
Nord’s recruiting pitch to high 
school players.
“Why would you play college 
tennis at a place where you know 
practice is limited?” Nord said. 
The tennis team originally 
practiced and hosted matches in 
the bubble at the Missoula Ath-
letic Club.  The club closed in late 
2007, leaving the UM tennis team 
out in the cold.  A short-term solu-
tion would have been for the Uni-
versity to purchase the bubble. But 
a bubble isn’t a long-term solution, 
according to Nord, who said the 
bubble would cost a small fortune 
to heat and it can be easily dam-
aged in the unpredictable Montana 
winters.
An indoor tennis facility is 
also included in the recently ap-
proved UM south campus master 
plan.  However, the construction 
isn’t supposed to be complete until 
2050.  
But, after two years of being 
homeless, the program’s six-month 
wait for the Peak Racquet Center 
seems a little more tolerable.
troy.warzocha@umontana.edu
Why would you play
tennis at a place where
you know practice
is limited?
“
”
Kris Nord
UM men’s tennis coach
New indoor courts will allow UM to host tournaments
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She’s been called a nigger 
before. She remembers one guy 
shouting that word to her in a 
passing truck. She also remem-
bers seeing a Confederate flag 
hanging off of the vehicle as it 
passed. The same flag she saw 
on this campus.
“I just looked at it as pure ig-
norance,” she said. “The history 
behind it is so negative I don’t 
even know how it stands up until 
this day.” 
Johnson maintains that to him 
the flag represents his heritage 
as a symbol of freedom and lib-
erty.
“It’s not a symbol of racism, 
it’s a symbol of state’s rights,” 
Johnson said.
Nance-Johnson challenged 
his willingness to overlook the 
flag’s infamous association with 
slavery.
“Would he feel comfortable 
hanging it up in a room full of 
African Americans?” she said.
Johnson asserted he has been 
in that very situation in Virginia 
before.
“I’ve been with African 
Americans who’ve flown the 
flag themselves,” Johnson said.
With so few African Ameri-
can students on UM’s campus, 
Nance-Johnson said Johnson’s 
desire to fly the stars and bars 
should not take precedence over 
making UM feel like a safe place 
for black students.
“At least be respectful to all 
cultures,” she said. 
Johnson said he has already 
ordered a new flag to replace the 
stolen one and that it should be 
in the mail Friday by the time 
he moves into his new fraternity 
residence.
Cody Knowlton, a member 
of the SAE fraternity, said there 
would be nothing to stop John-
son from hanging the flag from 
his window when he moves in.
“Something like that is his-
tory to him,” Knowlton said.
Knowlton acknowledged that 
he could not speak for those who 
would most likely be offended by 
having the flag displayed from 
the frat house, specifically black 
students.
“We have had black frat mem-
bers before,” he said. “I don’t 
know how they would feel about 
that.”
The controversy surround-
ing Johnson’s decision to hang 
the Confederate flag in his win-
dow has sparked a conversation 
between Residence Life director 
Ron Brunell and David Aronofsky 
of UM’s Legal Counsel about Uni-
versity policies regarding students 
adorning their windows.
But this incident has also 
drawn comment from a student 
engulfed in a similar controversy 
almost eight years ago.
In October 2001, as bombs 
were falling over Afghanistan 
in retaliation for the terrorist 
attacks of Sept. 11, a student 
named John Bacino was getting 
in trouble with RAs for display-
ing signs on the door of his dorm 
room, a floor below where John-
son lives in Knowles now.
“Go on, incite war because 
you have financial interest in 
murdering innocent people,” 
read one of the signs. “When you 
own a world filled with corpses, 
who will buy your guns?” stated 
another.
Bacino said he put them up 
in response to pro-war messages 
he saw posted just down the hall 
from him that he found to be ir-
rational and hateful.
“They were essentially like, 
‘Kill all Arabs,’” Bacino said.
His situation played out re-
markably in sync with this most 
recent controversy. According 
to a Kaimin story written that 
fall, an RA asked Bacino to take 
the signs down. He refused. He 
then met with Brunell, who as-
sured him that it was his right 
to display the signs, although he 
advised him to take them down. 
Bacino respectfully thanked him 
for his opinion and continued to 
hang the signs anyway.
Bacino remembers speak-
ing to Aronofsky before going 
in to meet Brunell, especially 
the part when he was told that 
UM could not ban messages on 
dorm room doors based on con-
tent.
Aronofsky remembers it, too. 
He says he remembers indicating 
to Residence Life that UM could 
either ban all messages on doors 
facing out or permit all messages 
that qualified as protected speech.
“This is consistent with what 
I have said about the flag,” 
Aronofsky wrote in an e-mail 
to the Kaimin. “You can re-
strict where any messages at all 
are posted except in free speech 
zones and inside UM-owned 
residences (rooms, apartments 
and houses); or you permit all 
messages protected by the First 
Amendment to be posted on a 
viewpoint-neutral basis.”
Aronofsky maintains his belief 
that the flag is protected speech. 
Whether or not UM will act on 
making a solid policy regarding 
public messages is still not clear.
If it is still protected under 
the constitution, Nance-Johnson 
said that pretty much clears up 
the legal battle. But that doesn’t 
change what it means to her and 
how it was used against her.
“It’s pretty hurtful more than 
anything,” she said. “Just be-
cause it’s legal doesn’t mean it’s 
right.”
michael.gerrity@umontana.edu
FLAG
From page 1
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“Would he feel 
comfortable 
hanging it 
up in a room 
full of African 
Americans?”
Shaunte Nance-Johnson 
Black Student Union
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Volunteers will splash down 
Rattlesnake Creek this Saturday, 
cleaning debris from the well-
loved stream and the surrounding 
area.
“We have this amazing water-
shed in the middle of downtown 
Missoula,” said Dave Berkoff, a 
member of the Rattlesnake Creek 
Watershed Group. “It’s important 
that people can find a sense of 
connection to the creek rather than 
just being lectured on what they 
can and cannot do.”
Greg Peters, also a member of 
the group, said a primary goal of 
this group and Saturday’s clean-
up is to “remove trash from the 
stream and educate folks against 
building rock dams to make swim-
ming holes.  These structures cre-
ate barriers that prevent fish from 
moving within the creek.”
“The Rattlesnake area is criti-
cal habitat for the endangered bull 
trout,” Berkoff said.   “There are 
20 to 60 breeding pairs of bull 
trout that run the creek in the late 
fall to spawn.”
Peters said it’s important not to 
“over-love” the creek.
“The least impactful way to en-
joy the creek is encouraged, like 
using specified access points and 
to not build swimming pools,” he 
said.
According to Peters, people put 
rocks in the creek to form swim-
ming areas, which prevent the 
fish from entering and exiting the 
stream. Volunteers will remove 
the obstructions this weekend.
Peters said the main problem 
It’s 1:30 a.m. on a late winter 
night.   In the Swan Valley, near 
Condon, Ryan Berube is among 
a group of students taking part in 
a two-month Wilderness Medi-
cine class. Berube and his fellow 
classmates are doing their best to 
get some shut-eye — once 8 a.m. 
comes, they’ll have only minutes 
to prepare for a planned mass-ca-
sualty incident exercise.
Then with little warning, the 
door swings open and the light 
goes on.
“Get up,” says an instructor.
In an effort to cement the fact 
that an emergency can happen at 
any time, the planned exercise is 
happening now, not later.
This is part of the unique 
teaching style of Missoula-based 
Aerie Backcountry Medicine. Co-
founded in 1995 by director Dave 
McEvoy, Aerie provides wilder-
ness medical training to students. 
Throughout the year, Aerie will 
train over 2,000 people across 
the U.S. and abroad, during small 
weekend workshops or lengthier, 
semester-long courses. 
Though these classes take place 
across the nation, most occur on 
the University of Montana cam-
Despite a larger-than-usual crop 
of wild foods, bear management 
organizations are gearing up for in-
creased activity in Missoula.
These organizations worry about 
a lack of awareness among some 
University of Montana student rent-
ers in high bear-activity areas about 
garbage and other bear attractants.
“We have a lot of bears, down 
low, running around Missoula right 
now,” said Jamie Jonkel, a Montana 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks bear man-
ager for the greater Missoula area. 
Only a larger-than-usual crop of 
natural bear foods like serviceber-
ries, huckleberries and Hawthorne 
have kept problems with bears low, 
Jonkel said.
People living in neighborhoods 
bordering natural areas, such as the 
Rattlesnake and near Mount Senti-
nel, are in particularly active bear 
areas, Jonkel said. Because of the 
high turnover rate of student renters 
in these areas, it is difficult to keep 
people educated on how to reduce 
bear conflicts, he said.
“By the time we get it lodged 
into new students’ heads that they 
can’t have the chicken feed and the 
chickens running around the yard 
and they can’t leave the pizza boxes 
out and their garbage on the lawn, 
they’re gone,” Jonkel said.
Tim Bascom, a UM senior study-
ing fine arts photography who lives 
in the Rattlesnake, said he and his 
roommates keep their garbage in 
the garage and throw it in a dump-
ster near their house on trash pickup 
days. 
Bascom’s roommate Mike New-
man, a senior UM business student, 
said, “We do it to keep raccoons out 
of the garbage, not so much bears.”
In the coming weeks, the bears 
will use up the supply of natural 
foods and begin looking for “semi-
natural” foods like apples, plums 
and pear trees in people’s yards, 
Jonkel said. 
That’s when bears find houses 
with garbage, dog food and bird-
feeders left out, he said. In these in-
stances, conflicts between bears and 
people can occur. 
Erin Edge, the bear awareness 
A water bottle floats in the water and rests on a rock in Rattlesnake Creek, a 
highly used watershed that passes through urban Missoula.
Hannah J. Ryan
Montana Kaimin
Hannah J. Ryan
Montana Kaimin
Justin Franz
Montana Kaimin
Collin Behan
Montana Kaimin
Hannah J. Ryan/Montana Kaimin
Local company offers classes
in outdoor medical education
pus. Topics range from basic CPR 
training to more in-depth wilder-
ness paramedic training. Also 
provided are classes about general 
outdoors safety.
“Everything is aimed at pre-
venting accidents,” said McEvoy, 
“to make good decisions when 
they’re in the backcountry.”
McEvoy said that anyone who 
enjoys the outdoors would benefit 
from taking even a basic safety 
class. He said the best introduction 
is a two-day course called Wil-
derness First Aid, scheduled for 
Oct. 10-11 and Nov. 21-22. These, 
along with other semester-long 
courses, often take place during 
the evening and it’s not uncommon 
to have four or five classes at once.
Aerie’s most popular course 
is the semester-long Wilderness 
EMT training, in which students 
head to Costa Rica for a month 
and then back to Swan Valley for 
another month of winter training. 
The course will certify students 
in a number of areas and usually 
takes place between February and 
April. Certificates include wilder-
ness and national registrant EMT, 
and swift water and avalanche res-
cue.
It was the lure of travel that first 
brought Berube, a UM sophomore 
from Nashua, N.H., to the course.
“The fact that I could go to 
Costa Rica for a month, be in the 
mountains for a month and still be 
a full-time student seemed like a 
win-win,” he said.
Offered through the Continu-
ing Education of UM, participat-
ing students can receive 15 UM 
semester credits.
In Costa Rica, students will 
stay at a self-sustaining, organic 
community called Rancho Mas-
tatal, where a combination of lec-
tures and hands-on scenarios take 
place. These scenarios include us-
ing limited materials to provide 
patient evaluation and care, and 
floating and camping along the 
Pacuare River to train in white-
water rescue techniques. 
Following a week on the river, 
students will head north. Less than 
48 hours later, they will be in the 
Rocky Mountains – specifically 
the Northwest Connections train-
ing facility in Condon. There, 
a similar series of lectures and 
training will take place, includ-
ing avalanche training and “snow 
science,” which is a technique for 
reading and understanding a snow 
pack.
One of the most extensive ex-
ercises is a mass casualty incident 
coordinator for Defenders of Wild-
life in Missoula, said since landlords 
don’t often provide bear-resistant 
garbage cans and students don’t 
have a lot of money, it is important 
to use other methods to try and keep 
bears out of garbage.
“It’s really important, if they can, 
to keep their garbage in a garage 
or secure it in some way until the 
morning of pickup,” she said. Edge 
also suggested freezing meat scraps 
before putting them outside and 
cleaning barbeque grills as ways to 
cut down on smells that may attract 
bears. 
Bear biologist and president of 
the Great Bear Foundation Chuck 
Jonkel, Jamie Jonkel’s father, said 
old, untended apple orchards left 
over from Missoula’s fruit-produc-
ing past extend deep into the Rattle-
snake wilderness and draw bears 
down into populated areas. The 
apple orchards, some 70 years old, 
attract bears looking to gain a year’s 
worth of weight in three months, he 
said. With the semi-wild orchards 
producing fruit like they are this 
year, bears can gain up to six pounds 
a day, he said. 
“It’s going to be bears wander-
ing up and down the alleys, they’re 
starting to do it already,” Chuck Jon-
kel said.
The Great Bear Foundation and 
other organizations in Missoula of-
fer to pick apples from yards for free 
to prevent bears from coming in to 
town.
The Missoula Urban Wildlife 
Subcommittee is looking to define 
these areas of possible bear con-
flict zones that border Missoula and 
form a specific garbage ordinance 
for those areas, said City Council 
member Jason Wiener.
The ordinance will create rules 
and regulations for how and when 
garbage can be disposed of in bear-
heavy areas. The drafted ordinance 
probably will not be ready for this 
fall’s bear season and will likely 
have a one-year grace period before 
actual fines are levied for breaking 
the garbage disposal rules, Wiener 
said.
“The point isn’t to be punitive, 
but to establish the goals of the or-
dinance, which is not to feed the 
bears,” Wiener said.
collin.behan@umontana.edu
area is the stretch of Rattlesnake 
Creek below Greenough Park and 
down to the stream’s outlet at the 
Clark Fork River. The human traf-
fic the creek receives around Gre-
enough Park and Broadway Av-
enue results in quite a bit of litter 
in the water and surrounding area.
Those interested in volun-
teering can meet the group in 
the northeast parking lot of Gre-
enough Park in the group picnic 
shelter Saturday at 10 a.m.   The 
group will work until 1 p.m. and 
will hold a pizza party for volun-
teers at the Doubletree Hotel.
Volunteers should bring gloves, 
boots, waders and walking sticks 
for working in the creek.
hannah.ryan@umontana.edu
Volunteers to help clean up creek
What essential gear item 
would you cry over if it were for-
gotten?  For pre-education fresh-
man Stephen Tucker, it would be 
his Camelbak.
“It has all I need for geocach-
ing, hiking, or mountain biking, 
as well as water,” Tucker said.
Don’t forget the sunglasses — 
specifically Smith or Julbo gla-
cier glasses, said Ben Adkison, a 
senior in recreation management. 
“My eyes don’t like the sun,” 
Adkison said.
Kelli Walsh, a senior pursuing 
a psychology major and an art 
minor, said that, when hitting the 
trails, it’s good to carry “a good 
attitude, as well as knowledge 
of what you’re doing and where 
you’re going.”
For the sporadic downpours, a 
rain poncho bundled up in your 
pack is a necessity because, as 
junior Leah Landes puts it, “you 
never know in Montana.”   
Thinking ahead to the snow-
sports season was Morgan 
Braun, a freshman majoring in 
nursing.  On the economic front, 
she said she runs on Fisher skis 
because “my friend’s sponsored 
by them, so I can get them for 
cheap.”
A light, long-sleeved jacket 
is a must, said junior Michael 
Steinhoff.
  “It’s not too hot — just 
enough to keep you warm at any 
temperature, and it can be worn 
for hiking, backpacking or run-
ning,” Steinhoff said.
And you’ve got to have wa-
ter with you. Just ask Elizabeth 
Strong, a grad student studying 
intercultural youth and family 
development.
“Staying hydrated is probably 
one of the most important things 
when being active.   Also, keep-
ing an open mind is necessary,” 
Strong said.
hannah.ryan@umontana.edu
Ask an adventurer
Bears on prowl for trash 
See MED CLASS, page 8
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for 
advertisements which are placed in the 
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their 
best judgement and investigate fully any 
offers of employment, investment or re-
lated topics before paying out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.15 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.25 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can 
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepay-
ment is required. Ads may be placed at 
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email: 
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
                 LOST AND FOUND  
Lost: reading glasses.  Halston brand.  Last 
seen in GBB 122 call 781-4582
Lost: Blue Olympus digital camera. If 
found please call 337-519-0531
                        FOR RENT 
Weekend cabins 30 mins. from Missoula. 
$44-$66/night. Rock Creek Cabins. 251-
6611.
                       FOR SALE 
Yerba mate: Gourds/bombillas. Healthy 
natural energy. Available at UC Market. 
Great Prices!
                   HELP WANTED 
Now hiring preschool & recreational 
gymnastics coaches and PT office staff. 
Call 728-0908
Home and office cleaning. Experience pre-
ferred. Close to campus 240-1216. Please 
leave message.
Lolo Creek Steak House is accepting ap-
plications for bar, dining room and kitchen 
staff.  Apply between 3:00 and 4:30 pm 
Tuesday – Sunday.  Apply in person at 
6600 hwy 12 W.  Come join our team!
                    PERSONALS 
Counseling and Psychological Services. 
Personal counseling appointments avail-
able. Please call 243-4711
Wish you weren’t a smoker? Curry can 
help. 243-2809
Want better grades? The TM technique 
improves academic performance. www.
tm.org - Paula 207-7496
Freshman Healthy Living! This four-week 
seminar is especially designed for fresh-
man. Learn about stress management, food 
choices, assertiveness skills, resources 
and much more. Tuesdays Sept. 22-Oct 
13 from 4-5:00 Free! To register call 
243-4711.
Overcoming Shyness: You are not alone in 
feeling shy, 93% of all people experience 
some degree of shyness. The pain of shy-
ness does not have to interfere with devel-
oping relationships, engaging in social and 
school activities, or reaching your goals. 
This group will cover unhelpful thinking 
patterns, relaxation, assertiveness and goal 
setting. Call CAPS 243-4711.
Stress Management Seminar! Start your 
year out right! Come to this free 2-week 
seminar to learn tools you need to cope 
with. Tuesday Sept. 22 and 29th from 
5:30-7:00. To register call 243-4711
                        SERVICES 
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Student dis-
count! Computer Central 136 E. Broadway 
542-6540
Computer Problems? Free Diagnosis! Free 
Diagnosis! Close to campus. First Call 
Computer Solutions. 721-4592
Att: Loc8 ur nu haus on ur cell! Text to: 
74362 Text message: TextMLS Any cell. 
Any listed Western MT property. Steve.
Corrick@PruMT.com, 329-2033
Were you a high school or all star cheer-
leader? Galaxy Elite Athletics is now en-
rolling for our 2009-2010 season. We offer 
a competitive adult team. We also offer 
classes and teams for all ages of children. 
Call 544-6646 or email Galaxyelite@live.
com
Elenita Brown Dana studio offering 
professional training in Spanish/Flamraco 
(U of M credit available) and dances from 
around the world. Downtown dance  
collective Missoula 777-5956.
UM prof to discuss obscenity tonight
Kimball Bennion
Montana Kaimin
Kat Franchino/Montana Kaimin
NEPAL
From page 1
Prabal Raj Pokhrel, right, and Rajendra Dev Acharya, left, take time to 
talk to the Montana Kaimin Tuesday afternoon. Tokhrel and Acharya are 
visiting Missoula to discuss a possible exchange program between the 
University of Montana and Tribhuvan University in Kathmandu, Nepal. 
in which instructors act out 
specific injuries. Working at night, 
students have to quickly get to the 
area and assess the scene, decid-
ing who needs immediate help and 
who can’t be helped.
“We had been trained and we 
knew it was going to be rough,” 
Berube said.
He added that this and other ex-
periences he gained through his time 
in the program were life-changing.
Berube, who had been majoring 
in nursing, changed to pre-med.
“It was addicting,” he said, “I 
loved it.”
But he was quick to add that 
you don’t have to be a medical stu-
dent to get a lot of it.
“It’s geared to prepare you to 
do whatever you want with it,” he 
said. 
Berube said he aspires to be 
an EMT or work in an emergency 
room. For now, he is helping other 
people gain the same experience, 
working part-time as an adminis-
trative assistant at the Aerie office 
in Missoula.
He is quick to credit the people 
he has worked with.
“It’s a great crew to look up to 
and continually learn and grow 
from,” he said.
More information about Ae-
rie is available at www.aeriemed.
com.
justin.franz@umontana.edu
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The Constitution’s long rela-
tionship with obscenity will be 
addressed tonight at a lecture to 
commemorate Constitution Day.
University of Montana history 
professor Michael Mayer will de-
liver UM’s annual Constitution 
Day Lecture in the UC Ballroom 
at 7:30 p.m.
Mayer, who has organized the 
lecture since Congress created the 
day in 2005, became a last-min-
ute replacement after the original 
speaker, former executive director 
of the Association of American 
Law Schools Betsy Levin, was un-
able to make it due to other profes-
sional conflicts.
All schools receiving federal 
money, including UM, are required 
by the Federal Government to ob-
serve Constitution Day in some way. 
The mandate to celebrate 
comes from a rider to an appro-
priations bill added by Democratic 
Sen. Robert Byrd of West Vir-
ginia. Sept. 17, 1787, was the day 
the members of the Constitutional 
Convention signed the final draft 
of the Constitution.
Mayer will speak on the topic 
of obscenity and the Constitution 
because he wanted to pick a topic 
that people would find interesting, 
he said. He suspects that people 
won’t be drawn to the lecture for 
him alone.
“Let’s face it, anybody can hear 
me talk,” Mayer said.
Mayer also said that the issue 
of obscenity is something that he 
hopes most people care about. 
Obscenity will also allow him to 
touch on broader subjects like the 
First Amendment, censorship and 
different ways of interpreting the 
Constitution.
“It’s not just an opportunity for 
me to mention a few dirty movies 
and dirty books,” Mayer said.
Obscenity joins the ranks of 
slander, libel and a few cases of 
criminal sedition as one of the 
forms of speech that is not pro-
tected under the First Amendment. 
A number of Supreme Court 
rulings have upheld that the gov-
ernment has a right to censor ob-
scene forms of expression, but 
Mayer argues that none of these 
rulings has provided a good expla-
nation of what obscenity is.
For that reason, he said, ob-
scenity is often the focus of debate, 
as different people have different 
definitions of what obscenity is.
“I think obscenity is something 
most people have an opinion on,” 
Mayer said.
kimball.bennion@umontana.edu
second forum titled “Journalism 
and Human Rights in South Asia 
and China” will also be held at 7 
p.m. Thursday in Don Anderson 
Hall room 210. That forum will 
also include panelists Mansfield 
Professor of Modern Asian Af-
fairs Phil West and associate pro-
vost for International Programs 
Mehrdad Kia.
Journalism is often classified 
by geographic location instead of 
people trying to see universal con-
nections across the globe, Acharya 
said.
“They hardly ever have a sense 
of brotherhood,” he said. “These 
two globes can be together through 
the academic experience.”
carmen.george@umontana.edu
